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Washington, DC 20231 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 



10/014.501 



December 14. 2001 



Gennady MERKULOV 



1652 



Christian l. Fronda 



CL001177DIV2 



This Is a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1.114 of the above-identified application. 

Request for Continued Examination (RCE) practice under 37 CFR 1.1 14 does not apply to any utility of plant application filed prior to June 8, 
1 995, or to any design application. See Instruction Sheet for RCEs {not to be submitted to the USPTO) on page 2. 



I Submission required under 37 CFR 1 .1 14] 
a. ^] Previously submitted 

□ Consider the amendment{syreply under 37 CFR 1,110 previously filed on 
(Any unentered amendments) referred to above wilt be entered). 

□ 

Consider the arguments in the Appeal Briefer Rely Brief previously filed on 
CD Other ____ 
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li. 
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Other 

The RCE fee under 37 CFR 1.17(e) is required by 37 CFR 1.1 14 when the RCE is filed. 

The Director Is hereby authorized to charge the following fees, or credit any overpayments, to 
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[✓] Other Terminal Disclaimer 



j ~j Check in the amount of $ 

| | Paym ent by credit card (Form PTO2038 enclosed) 



enclosed 



WARNING; Information on this form may become public. Credit card information should not 
be Included on this form. Provide credit card Information and authorization on PTO-2038. 



r " SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR A 


SENT REQUIRED 


Name (Print/Typo) Lin Sun-Hoffmar^Ph.D. 


RoglstfQtian No. (A from ay/Ago it) | A 7, 983 


Signature ^Z*3L^~ 


Gate 1 July 16. 2004 


1 ^ /CERTIFICATE OF MAIUNG OR TRANSMISSION 


1 horoby certify that diia corraBpondence is being deposited wfth the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage as first class mail In an envelope 
addressed to: Commissioner For Patents, Box RC€, Washington, DC 20231, or facsimile transmitted to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office on the date 
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OFFICIAL 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re Application of: Gennady MERKULOV et al Art Unit: 1 652 

Serial No. 1 0/0 14,50 1 Examiner: C. Fronda RECEIVED 

Filed: Dec. 14, 2001 Atty. Docket: CL001 177DIV2 

JUL 1^2004 

For: ISOLATED HUMAN METALLOPROTEASE 
PROTEINS* NUCLEIC ACID MOLECULES ENCODING 
HUMAN METALLOPROTEASE PROTEINS, 
AND USES THEREOF 



Response to 1 st Office Action 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C 20231 

Sir: 

In response to the Office Action mailed on March 3, 2004, Applicants request 
reconsideration of the above-referenced patent application in view of the following 
remarks. 
In the Claims: 

Claims 1-3. (canceled) 

4. (previously amended) An isolated nucleic acid molecule comprising a 
nucleotide sequence selected from the group consisting of: 

(a) a nucleotide sequence that encodes an amino acid sequence shown in 

SEQIDNO:2; 

(b) a nucleotide sequence comprising the nucleic acid sequence of SEQ 

ID No: I; 

(c) a nucleotide sequence comprising die nucleic acid sequence of SEQ 

ID No: 3; and 

(d) a nucleotide sequence that is the complement of a nucleotide 
sequence of (a)-(c). 
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